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This brochure gives you information about the variety of courses available and lists the subjects, including the core

subjects and those that are optional.
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The Armlhﬂrne SBIIUOI A Specialist School in The Arts and Sport
OPTIONS 2011 - 2012

GENERAL INFORMATION

Dear Parents/Carers

Decisions which are made about subjects to be followed at
Key Stage Four are arguably the most important that students
make during their time in secondary education. For the first
time, they will have a say about what they learn and how they
learn, giving them the opportunity to follow their interests and
develop their skills, knowledge and understanding in particular
areas. It hardly needs to be said that making the right
decisions, and for the right reasons, is a major responsibility
that lies ahead of them.

With your support, we will do our very best to support your Section 1
son/daughter through what can be a difficult process, but we

will also rely on him/her to read very closely the information General
which follows, to ask us for advice, support and explanation as Information

soon as and whenever necessary, and to think very carefully
about the final choices which are made.

Our aim is to provide students with the best possible
opportunity for success at Key Stage Four. If we are to do this,
we need them to have high expectations of themselves, to be
responsible and prepared to take responsibility, and to
consistently invest in their learning.

The Key Stage Four curriculum is designed to provide for the We will do everything we can to ensure that individual
wide-ranging needs and interests of each and every individual preferences are met, but it is important to note the following
learner. For most, this is likely to include a combination of points:

GCSE, BTEC and other accredited courses. However, there

will be a common core for everyone which includes: E As wel | as studentsodo interes
N for future education and employment, we will want to

E English look very carefully at their performance in school,

E Mathematics and their ability to achieve well in particular subjects.

E Science .

E Information Technology E Unfo_rt unately, we cann?t run
E o ) attract interest from enough students. For this

N Religious Education reason, we will ask students to choose reserve

E Sport subjects, in order of preference, in case this

E Personal, Social and Health Education and Citizenship. happens with one of their first choices.

When the time comes for students to make their choices, they
will have an interview with a senior member of staff. Parents
will also be invited, so that the decisions which are made can
be discussed and agreed together.
Andy Cope
Headteacher
January 2011
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GENERAL INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS

This booklet has been produced to help you, the student, in
the choices you are about to make.

In the first three years in this school you have received a
general education in a wide range of subjects and with no
choice. As you prepare to go into Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and
11) you will have the opportunity to choose the route which is
going to give you the best chance of success. It is a very
important step in your school life and your future. You will
need to talk to your parents and your teachers and you must
take a long, honest look at yourself and identify your strengths
and weaknesses.

It is difficult to predict what the future holds in terms of
employment for you, but all young people need a wide range
of knowledge and skills. You may not have definite career
intentions at this stage and if you have, you may well change
your mind. Recent research indicates that fewer people will
remain in the same job for a working lifetime, and therefore
your chosen pathway should open a range of career
opportunities.

It is therefore important for you to select your option subjects
carefully.  They should reflect your own interests and
strengths and areas of success. You will need to have
discussions with your parents, teachers and Head of Year.
You will then have an individual interview with a senior
member of staff.

Who chooses the courses | do?

Basically YOU choose your subjects. You should talk things
through with your parents, and your teachers will also help
and guide you in making the right choices.

Why is my choice important?

You are making a two-year commitment and it is vital
that you enjoy what you are doing.

E You are preparing yourself for both working and leisure
time in the future; you should consider both aspects.

E Your choice now may well make a big difference to
which courses you can take in Years 12 and 13 and,
later, at College, University, or at work.

E Similarly, certain areas of employment may not be

open to you, if particular subjects have not been taken
in Years 10 and 11.

How do | choose the subjects?

D O N échioose a subject because:

E Your friend is doing the course
E  You like/dislike the teacher
E

You think it will be easy

'S

Find out exactly what each course involves by
reading the details in this booklet. Consider how
well you can cope with the demands of the subject.
(Ask your teachers for help).

m;

Consider the entrance requirements of any area of
employment you are interested in, but remember
these ar e mi ni mum
employment situation the standard of entry may be
pitched higher.

E Be careful not to close any doors at this stage
because you may well change your mind about jobs
later on.

E Consider what type of learner you are and try to
match your preferred style to how the course will be
delivered.

The Core Subjects are those subjects which everyone must
take. These are:

English

Mathematics

Science

Information Technology
Religious Education
Sport

Personal, Health and Social Education and
Citizenship

nadndnanananani

In your chosen route you will have a choice of subjects to
select from. Read the information carefully before making
your choice.

A small number of students will not have to study all of the-
se subjects. Instead, they will do courses at Doncaster Col-
lege or with a training provider for 3 days of the week, with
the remaining time in school. Access to these courses is
by invitation only and pastoral staff will contact students
and their parents if it is felt that they might benefit from this
opportunity.

NOTE: The school will do its best to run every option.
However, if too few students opt for a particular
subject, it may be impossible to run it.

The Option Subjects

You can choose other courses you wish to study over the
next 2 years to broaden your education. To give everyone
the best possible chance, The Armthorpe School offers a
large range of courses in Year 10, as well as the subjects
which are compulsory by law.

GCSE/BTEC Art and Design

GCSE Business Studies

COPE

BTEC First Certificate in Arts: Dance

M- My My mr

requir eme
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GCSE Design and Technology Hospitality & Catering
GCSE Design and Technology Resistant Materials
GCSE Design and Technology Textiles

GCSE Drama

GCSE French

GCSE Geography

GCSE German

BTEC Health and Social Care

GCSE History

GCSE Leisure and Tourism

BTEC Media Studies

BTEC Music

GCSE Physical Education

GCSE Spanish

M M My My my my my me me me meme mermy

Subjects you have not met before

Most of the subjects follow on from a subject you are doing
already and your subject teachers will be able to tell you more
about them. There are a
in Year 10 and there is information about them later in this
booklet.

Teachers responsi bl e for
assemblies in the run up to Year 9 Options Evening (Thursday
3rd February 2011), and will be present at the Options Evening
to tell you more about them.

Subjects/Combinations that you are NOT
allowed to take

You may not:
E Study more than one Technology related subject
Work Experience

Towards the end of Year 10, you will have the opportunity to
take part in a 2 week Work Experience placement organised
through the Business Education South Yorkshire (BESY)
office. This opportunity gives students an insight into the world
of work and makes an important contribution to the discussion
concerning choices post-16.

How much homework will you get?

In every subject, you will be set regular homework. You will be
expected to spend at least 30-40 minutes on each subject that
is set. The courses are all devised so that the homework is an
important a part of them, as is the work you do in class. You
will not be ready for your examination in two years time unless
you do all the homework that is set. This is doubly important in
the next two years as the amount of work increases.

number

6 newo6 What happenssnext? | | be

After Year 117

You should also be aware of the total range of options
open to you, including further study in the Sixth Form,
Further and Higher Education, Training Schemes,
Apprenticeships etc. and the implications of any choices
you make. You will be given access to a range of
information about training, qualifications and
employment. The use of a computerised system of
information searching called Keyclips and Kudos will
also be available to you. You will meet the Connexions
Personal Advisor in group talks as well as being given
the opportunity to experience the world of work in the
work experience programme. All students are invited to
make use of the Careers Library. Your choices now
could be affected by what you might want to do at 16,
whether you want to follow a training course, work based
training or start Advanced Level courses. Everyone is
looking for good examination results and a good account
of your work and attitude in school. We shall be
encouraging you always to achieve your own personal
best. We will have to say whether you are well organised
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and how well you get on with other people. These things
are just as important as your examination results.

At the Year 9 Options Evening on Thursday 3 February
2011, you and your parents will have the opportunity to
listen to an Option Choice Presentation, ask questions,
see exhibitions and talk to subject teachers.

An appointment will be made for you and your parents
with a Senior member of staff. You will be asked to
complete an Option Choice Form prior to this meeting
which you should bring along with you to your
appointment. At this meeting you will make your final
selection of subjects. This will be a very busy period in
which you will be given a great deal of information and
guidance as to the Option Choices that would be the
best for you.

Finally?

We do our upmost as a school to give you your first
choice of subjects within the curriculum model on offer,
but clearly, it is impossible to guarantee that this will be
so. We have to match up the demand of what is practical
and possible. If a subject is over subscribed and we are
unable to offer 2 groups or if a class is not viable due to
insufficient students, then we may have to direct you to a
reserve choice.

We look forward to seeing you at the Year 9 Options
Evening on Thursday 3rd February 2011. You will find it
useful to bring this booklet with you.

visiting



Core Subjects

ENGLISH ccse English and

GCSE Literature
Examination Board: AQA

Who can | ask about this course?

Head of Department: Mrs C Russell
Any member of the English Department

What will | learn to do?
Reading

You will read a wide range of literature, including poetry,
plays, short stories and novels. Some of the literature will
have been written by Shakespeare and some by other
writers living before 1914. You will also read media and
analyse non-literary texts such as films, advertisements,
leaflets and newspaper articles.

Writing

You will be given the opportunities to improve the
effectiveness and accuracy of your written work. You will be
producing different kinds of writing such as stories, letters,
factual accounts, autobiographical writing and magazine
articles. You will write in ways which are suitable for
different readers and different purposes.

Written coursework consists of five pieces of work based
on the reading texts and writing skills developed on the
course. There are five pieces of coursework which consist
of 40% of the final marks.

Speaking and Listening

You will be given the opportunities to improve your ability to
speak, listen and respond to other people in a variety of
situations, such as group discussion, presentations and
dramatisations. We will encourage you to develop
confidence when speaking and concentration when
listening. 20% of your English marks will be gained from
three Speaking and Listening Assignments, including a role

-play.
What skills do | need?

In your English lessons, you will be continuing to improve
your reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. When
you make progress in these essential skills, you enable
yourself to do well in English and, in addition, you improve
your chances of doing well in other subjects.

Section 2

Core
Subjects

What is next for me after this course?

A qualification in English is recognised as being extremely
important by colleges, universities and employers. The
ability to communicate effectively is virtually a prerequisite
of most jobs.

GCSE English and/or Literature can lead to further
opportunities to study at AS/A2 Levels. The knowledge
gained in one aspect fully complements the other, and
links logically to other subjects.

Possible careers include:

E Law

E Journalism

E Media, including traditional and electronic
publishing

E Teaching

E Most forms of management

E Business



GCore Subjects

MATHEMATICS Gcse

Examination Board: AQA
Who can | ask about this course?

Head of Department: Mr K Turton
KS4 Co-ordinator: Mrs M Reape
Any member of the Mathematics Department

What will | learn to do?

The course extends and consolidates the work done at KS3
and covers the topics of:

Number
Algebra

Shape and space

M my me mr

Data handling

What skills do | need?

Students need to be enthusiastic, organised and hardworking,
and a degree of commitment is required for GCSE success.

What is next for me after this course?

Mathematics is a very important core subject and is a
requirement for most jobs and courses that students will want
to follow after Year 11. Obviously, there are options for further
study of the subject with GCE A Level.

This is a modular course with modules in statistics and
number; number and algebra; geometry and algebra.

The examinations will test mathematical knowledge and the
ability to use and apply that knowledge to a variety of differing

problems and situations.

Students will be expected to use mathematical vocabulary
accurately.

There is no coursework component to Mathematics GCSE.



